
Engage in Your Child’s Learning

How can you help your child with their 
learning?



Vision
Learn to Journey - Journey to Learn
Ako ki te Haere - Haere ki te Ako

Mission
Actively prepare each child to take responsibility for their own 
life-long learning, values and behaviour, in partnership with the 
home and community.

Values
Kindness/Atawhai
Excellence/Hiranga
Respect/Whakaute
Integrity/Ngākau pono



What is SchoolTalk?
● SchoolTalk is an online platform which helps students 

become more aware and responsible for their own 
learning.  

● It  is also a tool designed to help parents support their 
children with their learning. 



Why have we moved to using SchoolTalk?

1. SchoolTalk enables agency for our learners. This means enabling students 
to own their learning, by helping them be aware of what they can do and 
what their next learning steps are.

2. SchoolTalk provides real time reporting on progress and achievement for 
parents, students and teachers. 

3. SchoolTalk creates a learning partnership with whānau, providing 
resources and personalised support.

4. For teachers, SchoolTalk has enabled them to think differently about how 
they group and design learning to meet all learners needs.



Creating a learning partnership
Parent Dashboard
SchoolTalk provides parents easy access to their children’s learning 
anytime.

Parents can:
● Access all of their children’s learning under a simple log-in.
● See details only relevant to their children.
● See their child’s achievement and work instantly.
● Have meaningful conversations about today’s learning.



Creating a learning partnership

Parents can:
● See their children’s ongoing progress and evidence 

of learning.
● Instantly understand what the current learning goals 

are.
● Access learning material approved by the school to 

help at home.
● Receive twice yearly achievement reports by email 

and access them online.

Understanding progress
SchoolTalk provides parents with ongoing progress reports - current data anytime, 
anywhere.



Student Voice:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1shbX0sG0lsp_SmrR_E7fb8p8hoe3YiaB/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1shbX0sG0lsp_SmrR_E7fb8p8hoe3YiaB/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1shbX0sG0lsp_SmrR_E7fb8p8hoe3YiaB/preview


How to get started...
Activate your account by clicking on the link sent to you by SchoolTalk, if you have 

more than one child you must activate each account. 



Main Screen
This gives you access to your child’s calendar, progressions and reports by using the task 

bar down the left side. To navigate back to your child’s home page just click on their name in 
the top left hand corner.



What if I have more than one child? 
You can easily switch between your children by clicking on the initials 

in the right hand corner of your screen. 



Notifications and Help Desk
You will receive notifications when 
there has been an update on your 
child’s SchoolTalk account. The 
updates are shown on the home 
page. 

The help button can be used to 
support you in finding your way 
around your SchoolTalk parent 
portal.



Calendar 
You can view your child’s planned activities for the day and week.



Design for Learning
You can view some of your child’s planned activities for the day and week.



Progressions 
This shows what your child has achieved and what their next learning steps are.

Keep clicking on an area to break it down 
further and to get to the learning steps.



Progressions 
This shows what your child has achieved and what their next learning steps are.

● Green Highlighting – Your child has 
achieved the learning intention. LIght 
green has been backfilled - this means 
that they had already achieved it once 
we started using SchoolTalk.

● Yellow Highlighting – This is a current 
next learning step for your child.

● Blue Highlighting – Your child has 
submitted evidence of achieving the 
learning intention and is waiting for the 
teacher to assess whether it has been 
achieved for it to be marked green.



Progressions 
Progressions may be marked as 100% achieved or teachers may mark them as 
partially achieved if children are starting to show that they are developing an 
understanding.



Progressions
If you click on a progression block and it is 
empty i.e. no green, yellow or grey then there 
are no progressions for that level.

E.g. Concepts about print in Reading is only 
applicable until the end of Level 1, therefore it 
will be empty for children working above this 
level.



Progressions 
This shows where your child is sitting in relation to the NZ Curriculum.



Evidence
Teachers and children can add evidence 
to show their understanding of a 
progression or a group of progressions.

Evidence may be:

● Comments
● Photos
● Samples of work
● Google Documents
● Videos
● Audio recording



Resources
You can access resources that can support your child’s learning. Click on 

progressions and continue to click to break it down further. Once you get to 
Learning steps you can then click on an intention and click on resources. 



My Learning Journey:
After feedback from students, whanau and staff we have developed an area on SchoolTalk where teachers and 
students can upload photos, comments or pieces of work for other areas of the curriculum outside of Reading, Writing 
and Maths. This also includes showing our KERI values, Inquiry Learning, and Learning Through Play for our Year 0 - 
2 students. This new area is not about marking off progressions and highlighting next steps but is instead about 
acknowledging and celebrating the other learning that your child participates in at school. For this area the indicator 
bar is not indicating a level of progress but rather it is used to indicate time across the school year. Therefore every 
child will be marked off as 25% for each term of the year.



Reports 
You can access and print mid year and end of year reports which give you a snapshot of 
your child’s learning at that particular moment. (Due to lockdown there was no mid-year 

report for 2020)

Click on Reports.

Click ‘print’ to print current reports or click 
on dropdown arrow to get previous reports.



Reports 
2020 has been an extraordinary year. Children’s experience 
and responses to COVID-19 and their return to school has 
varied. We acknowledge that everyone is on their own 
recovery path. Due to this, some children have needed longer 
to settle back into learning, while others have not been 
affected significantly. For this reason some children have not 
made the academic progress that would be expected over a 
year.  
On Friday 11 December, you will receive your child’s report 
from SchoolTalk. This report shows a graph which tracks your 
child’s progress in reading, writing and mathematics. This is 
an example of what your child’s graph may look like. 
Depending on your child’s progress the blue progress line 
may have stayed on the expected trajectory path or may show 
a slower rate of progress. If your child has not made the 
expected progress please be accepting and understanding of 
this, and know that when your child has had the time and 
space they need to heal, learning will begin again.



Yr 0 - 2

As a parent, what can I expect to see?

Yr 3 - 4 Yr 5 - 6

Teacher is becoming a Facilitator / Learners begin to take 
ownership of their SchoolTalk

Evidence is uploaded by teacher - photos, teacher 
comments, some videos, Google Docs

Evidence is uploaded by the learner - A range of examples, 
such as photos, Google Docs/Slides, screenshots or videos 
from their Chromebook, and other digital tools

Design for Learning page 

- Learners can access this via their calendar to 
engage and contribute during a lesson

Learners know that they each have a SchoolTalk account 
and can independently login on any device

Learners know that yellow means ‘working towards’ and 
green means ‘achieved’ and blue means  that they have 
added evidence for their teacher to look at

Learners can independently access the calendar and 
Design for Learning page 

Learners are beginning to navigate their progressions to 
identify their next steps independently

Parents can access SchoolTalk to support learning at home

Teacher is a Guide / Learners begin to Interact with 
SchoolTalk

Evidence is uploaded by teacher - photos, teacher 
comments, some videos, Google Docs

Evidence is sometimes uploaded by the learner - google 
docs, screenshots or photos from their chromebook

Design for Learning page 

- Learners can access via their calendar  to 
engage and contribute during a lesson

Learners know that they each have a SchoolTalk account 
and can independently login on their chromebook

Learners know that yellow means ‘working towards’ and 
green means ‘achieved’

Learners can independently access the calendar and 
Design for Learning page 

Learners understand the progressions tagged in the 
Design for Learning page is their current focus

Parents can access SchoolTalk to support learning at 
home

SchoolTalk is Teacher Led

Evidence is uploaded by teacher on a regular basis - 
photos, teacher comments, some videos

Design for Learning page is used:

- Shown on TV screen at school for learners to 
engage and contribute during a lesson

Parents can access SchoolTalk in order to support at 
home

Learners know that they each have a SchoolTalk 
account 

Learners know that yellow means ‘working towards’ 
and green means ‘achieved’



Additional Information:
● We are still on our journey of using SchoolTalk and new 

teachers are still finding their feet with this. How it is used 
will vary from teacher to teacher and between each team.

● Teachers will update progressions by week 4 and week 9 of 
each term.

● We are lucky to be part of a Ministry of Education project 
with Stonefields School to develop and improve SchoolTalk. 



Contact us...

lynnscott@silverdaleprimary.school.nz

nicolehillier@silverdaleprimary.school.nz (Team Te Ohanga)

marlizekane@silverdaleprimary.school.nz  (Team Kiwi)

staceymoran@silverdaleprimary.school.nz (Team Pukeko)

lesleycarruthers@silverdaleprimary.school.nz (Team Tui)

mailto:lynnscott@silverdaleprimary.school.nz
mailto:nicolehillier@silverdaleprimary.school.nz
mailto:marlizekane@silverdaleprimary.school.nz
mailto:staceymoran@silverdaleprimary.school.nz
mailto:lesleycarruthers@silverdaleprimary.school.nz


Any Questions?


